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the new iwi governance board 
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Thank You

Ngäti Kahungunu is thankful to all our Matariki community volunteer organisers from 
Wairoa to Wairarapa. We are also grateful to our funders Te Puni Kokiri $30,000, 
Hastings District Council $10,000, Trust House Heretaunga $8,000, Trust House 
Wairarapa $1,500, Wairoa Creative Communities $1,250 and Te Taiwhenua o 
Heretaunga $1,000. Ngäti Kahungunu provided $24,000 plus support services.

Tuhi Whänau
Kahuranaki Trust (Kaumätua)

Te Tirahou Early Childhood Centre
Te Waka Awhina

Huia Tunua Whänau Trust
Te Kakano Consultants

Te Kura Kaupapa Mäori o Ngäti 
Kahungunu ki Heretaunga

Te Taiwhenua o Te Whanganui A Orotu
Te Rangihaeata Oranga Trust

The following groups received $200.00

Western Suburbs
Kahuranaki Marae Committee

Te Kupenga A Te Huki Kohanga Reo
City Rock Church

The following groups received $300.00

Toimairangi
Hastings District Library - Mäori section

Te Whare Aroha o nga Mokopuna 
Incorporated

Ngäti Kahungunu Iwi (Wairoa Taiwhenua) 
Incorporated

Kohupatiki Marae
Poutaka Mäori Womens Welfare League

Kahungunu Tourism

The following groups received $500.00

Other Matariki Events

Ngäti Kahungunu allocated $6500 provided by Te Puni 
Kokiri as contestable funding to community groups. 
22 groups applied and 20 groups were successful as 
follows: 

Mike Bird is a resident of Wairoa 
in the Northern part of Hawke’s 
Bay, has lived there since the 
1960’s and owns one of the oldest 
Barber shop businesses in Wairoa 
formerly known as ‘Mike Bird - Hair 
and Tobacconist’. After 46 years of 
cutting hair and selling tobacco, Mike 
has lunged into an opportunity that 
could make or break his business. 
Two months ago Mike decided to 
take a new direction and refreshed 
the shop with a new name and a new 
concept. The new name is ‘HAIR 
ON PARADE’. Customers still come 
in and enjoy his friendly service. The 
great thing about it is that Mike no 
longer sells cigarettes or tobacco to 
his customers, a decision he made 
on his own after many years of 
contemplating a change. 

We are so pleased to profile Mike’s 
business and share this wonderful 
news with our Kahungunu whänau 
especially in the Wairoa area.  

Picture of Mike Bird outside his Barber shop 
in Wairoa. (Picture courtesy of Wairoa Star)

hair and tobacconist says no to tobacco

HAWKES BAY DISTRICT HEALTH BOARD 

MÄORI HEALTH STRATEGY

tu- mai review

The Tü Mai Mäori Health 
Strategy is a five year plan 
that guides the Hawke’s 
Bay District Health Board 
(HBDHB) on how it will 
assist to improve the health 
of Mäori in its district. The 
HBDHB have contracted 
Ngäti Kahungunu Iwi Inc. to 
do the Tü Mai review. This 
work entails reviewing the 
effectiveness and future 
direction of Tü Mai and as 

part of that process consult with Mäori communities, stakeholders, Hauora 
Providers and HBDHB Staff to inform this review.

If you want further information on the Tü Mai review and consultation process, 
contact Jenny Smith, Tü Mai Review Project Manager on 06 8762718 or 027 
5001 873 or email jenny@kahungunu.iwi.nz

“We want our parents and grandparents to live longer so they can 
nurture and nourish their future generations for the wellbeing of the 
whole nation”.

In May 2010 the Ngäti Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated Board endorsed a ‘Ngäti Kahungunu 
Tobacco Free Strategy’ with the hope of a longer brighter future. Iwi Chairman Ngahiwi 
Tomoana who also sits on the Hawke’s Bay District Health Board said that he is aware 
of the health implications from the heavy predominance of Mäori who smoke especially 
Mäori women. Recent statistics show that over 50% of pregnant Mäori women are 
smokers. This is a crime against our future generations and is an example of why 
Ngäti Kahungunu has adopted a tobacco free strategy for the whole rohe.  

There is no doubt that this is a sensitive issue and even though puffs of doubt may 
cloud an affirmative way forward, the iwi is planning to act carefully and instead of 
extolling the negatives of smoking we will illuminate the positives of not smoking. 

One of the greatest positives of ‘not smoking’ is that mokopuna will clearly have 
the advantage of having grandparents and great grandparents that don’t exist now. 
What a great gift to any whänau!  Statistics show that for over the past forty years 
Mäori men and women have died between the ages of 55-64years compared to 
our pakeha counterparts who live on average 10-15 years longer. Just think of the 
transfer of knowledge, tikanga, kawa, aroha and manaaki from a grandparent to their 
grandchildren as they grow well into their 30’s, 40’s and 50’s.  

Wänanga will be at the forefront to encourage whänau to give up smoking but there 
are other processes to be engaged as well. The iwi plans to approach all tobacco 
retail outlets, petrol stations and corner dairies within the Kahungunu rohe to remove 
tobacco displays from their outlets as this is a major magnet for young budding 
minds. Retailers will be made aware of why this campaign is vital for increasing Mäori 
longevity. 

Ngäti Kahungunu is realistic enough to know that things will not happen immediately 
but we want a slow moving affect so that over the next 10 years smoking will be 
minimal amongst our people. A Ngäti Kahungunu Tobacco Action Group has been 
formed to work through an action plan. If you are interested please make contact with 
the receptionist at the iwi office: Shiana Rongo 06 8762718 or 0800 524 864 or email  
shiana@kahungunu.iwi.nz

Ka papä te whaititiri
Ka hiko hiko te uira
Kia puta te ira tangata ki te Whai ao ki te Ao Märama
He hönore, he koröria ki te Atua
Hei maungärongo ki te whenua
E whakaaro pai ki ngä tängata katoa
Whakapaingia töna ingoa tapu i ngä wä katoa

Me huri ngä mihi ki ngä tini mate o te motu, o te tau, o te marama, o te wiki, o tënei 
rä hoki. E ngä mate haere, haere, moe mai rä koutou. Ki a tätou nei te hunga ora huri 
noa i te motu me te ao tënä koutou, tënä koutou, tënä koutou katoa. 

As the Kaumätua representative on the Ngäti Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated Board, I 
would like to take the opportunity to acknowledge the new board that has the reins to 
lead the iwi for the next three years. I congratulate Ngahiwi Tomoana, who has retained 
his seat of office as Chairman of the iwi Board, this being his 10th executive year 
running. It is with pleasure that I am able to sit alongside my fellow Board members 
who represent their respective Taiwhenua and Taurahere. Together we are able to 
gain strength and make good decisions on behalf of our people. I also acknowledge 
the leadership of each Taiwhenua and also each marae across the Kahungunu rohe 
and those marae outside of our rohe where our Kahungunu whänau meet. Collectively 
we can prosper and enhance our opportunities for iwi development as we continue to 
strengthen ourselves and our whänau and hapü; protect our environment; retain our 
cultural identity; and strengthen healthy relationships as we participate in and make 
our mark in our ever changing world.  

I have always seen my role as a Kaumätua representative on the Board as one who 
will offer advice around tikanga and kawa to ensure our Kahungunu practices are 
upheld. My aspiration for the iwi continues to focus on strengthening the paepae to 
ensure our marae are healthy and active. I encourage all Kaumätua to sit alongside 
the younger generation of tane to awhi and guide them as they learn and step up into 
their roles. 

Ngäti Kahungunu has taken giant steps toward increasing the health and vibrancy of 
its people through supporting cultural and sporting events such as the New Zealand 
Mäori Rugby Centenary Game which involved 500 strong vibrant rangatahi who made 
Kahungunu proud in all ways possible during their haka performance at the NZ Mäori 
vs England game held in Napier on the 23rd June 2010. I strongly believe that we 
need to look after our younger generation and awhi them as they grow into their 
leadership roles. Now more than ever, our tamariki and mokopuna need our guidance. 
Kahungunu has always been known as an iwi manaaki. Let us manaaki our whänau 
into the future. 

Heoi anö e te iwi, anei taku rïpoata mö ngä kaupapa o te tau e tü mai nei me taku 
moemoeä kia noho mai tënei tö tätou iwi i runga i te kaupapa o Ngäti Kahungunu, 

arä, kia kaha ngä mahi kia whai oranga a Ngäti 
Kahungunu whänui tonu ki Aotearoa me te ao 
katoa. Nö reira, mä tö tätou Matua nui i te rangi 
koutou katoa e manaaki, e tiaki i ngä wä katoa. 

Tënä koutou, tënä koutou, tënä rä koutou katoa

Tihei Kahungunu !

Haami Hilton
Kaumätua

mihimihi

V
K

A
10289S

.08.10

Edina and Haami Hilton QSM

In May this year Edina and Haami Hilton were publicly 
recognised and were recipients of the Napier Pilot City 

Trust Award in acknowledgement for the valuable work they do in their community. On Queens 
Birthday Haami was further awarded and honoured to receive a Queens Service Medal in 
recognition of the valuable voluntary service he has given to his community on a local, regional 
and national level. 

Caption: Various pictures were sent to us from different 
groups who received funding to celebrate Matariki. These 
pictures include the Karamu High School Kapa Haka group 
who performed at the Matariki Family Works Fashion Show 
in Hawke’s Bay, The NRG Rising Band who featured at the 
Wairoa Matariki event, the Hillcrest Primary School Kapa 
Haka group who performed at the Pahiatua Matariki event, 
Kahuranaki Marae whanau displaying their kites and artwork 
and the Kahungunu Tourism Shop in Napier. If you would like 
information about any of the images featured in this article, 
please contact the Communication Advisor, Ruth Wong ruth@
kahungunu.iwi.nz

We hope you enjoy this quick overview of the Matariki 
events that took place in the Kahungunu rohe. 

Tamaki Nui a Rua Celebrates Matariki With 
Children, Children, Children

“This is the fifth year we’ve organised Matariki in 
Pahiatua and it attracted both Mäori and Pakeha and 
a wide range of ages.  The feature of our event were 
polished performances by Hillcrest Primary School, 
Thomas Kamura and Peter Tairea singing duo, Te 
Kura Kaupapa Mäori o Tamaki Nui a Rua and the 
Bush Rock n Roll Club. Susan Rose was our special 
guest and she had the kids screaming and dancing 
when she performed”.  Ataneta Paewai, organiser for 
the Morepork Mountain Trust.

Matariki Shines Brightly In Tamatea

“A mixture of schools and home grown local talent 
along with a team of young organisers were a feature 
of our Matariki this year. Tracey Snee-Ngarotata has 
recently returned home from Auckland and she did a 
wonderful job of managing our programme. I’m thrilled 
and looking forward to extending our activities at next 
year’s event”. Robert Ropiha co-organiser, Ngäti 
Kahungunu Iwi Inc. Board Member for Tamatea.

Sky Lights Up Over Heretaunga

“Rain, rain, rain was the overpowering image of 
this year’s Matariki however thousands of people 
were not deterred and braved the elements to 
enjoy outstanding local entertainment, seven hot 
air balloons lighting up the sky and a magnificent 
fireworks show ended the night off. There was a great 
turnout for the Thanksgiving Breakfast at Te Aranga 
Marae the next day as the rain continued and there 
were over a hundred competitors from Porirua to 
Taupö competing in the waka ama sprints at Farndon 
Park, Clive. Although it poured on our outdoor events 
it didn’t extinguish the spirit of manaakitanga by the 
stalwarts who support the kaupapa of Matariki”. Larry 
Jessup, co-organiser of Heretaunga Matariki.

Brazillian Beats Drive Cold From Wairarapa

“Combining a craft fair with Matariki created a nice 
mix. Our entertainers were brilliant from Ronald 
Karaitiana to kaumätua Joseph Mutu to co-host/
singer Hone Hurihanganui and karaoke supremo 
Theresa Rimene. Our kaumätua Nelson Rangi 
made a wonderful opening speech and the Brazillian 
Drummers with a spice of zumba were fantastic. The 
fire lighting ceremony was moving and there were 
many tears shed during the spectacular fireworks 
show to music”. Helen Morris-McTainsh, organiser in 
Wairarapa.   

matariki 2010  
– a new decade of celebration

Wairoa Matariki Biggest In Country

“Matariki is one of those unique events that has 
the power to bring people together to inspire unity 
among the district’s various communities. It involved 
all our people from Mahia, Wairoa, Mohaka, Nuhaka, Raupunga, Te Reinga, Iwitea, 
Frasertown and Lake Waikaremoana. Celebrations started at dawn with a journey up 
Whakapunake Mountain, kite making and traditional Mäori food making workshops and 
traditional Mäori games tournament. The entertainment was fantastic by 100% local 
performers including NRG Rising and the fireworks show just topped the night off. It’s 
the biggest turn out yet and it’s one of the few times it didn’t rain”. Sheree Cotter, co-
organiser of Wairoa Matariki with Sarah Rangi. 

Advancing Our Ora

The Ngäti Kahungunu Violence Free Strategy continues to be a top priority for the 
iwi, hence a major effort is focused on building opportunities to strengthen whänau. 
On the 29th-30th July 2010 the first of a series of wänanga was held at Houngarea 
Marae in Paki Paki. The whakaaro of this series was to identify the ‘State of Ora’ 
in Kahungunu as it is today and think about what we are prepared to contribute 
to advancing our ‘Ora’ forward. The wänanga started with a learning session that 
delved into the meaning of te oriori Pinepine Te Kura. What seemed to be an ice 
breaker session turned into many deep and meaningful lessons based on the vital 
or imperative essence of people and our unique inner strength that makes us who 
we are. Those who attended were engaged in körero about the uplifting of ones 
own spirit or divine spark to enable another to be supported and encouraged. To 

say the least, the wänanga was successful and those who were 
there came away feeling energised and definitely in a better 
state of ora through attending the wänanga. 

If you want further information please contact  
Connie Collins on 06 8762718 or 027 5001 872 or  
email connie@kahungunu.iwi.nz 

kahungunu ora wa-nanga

Challenging ourselves to move forward, weaving together to make 
a difference

Te Tumu Whakahaere o te Wero is the name of the Kahungunu Violence Free 
Advisory Group. It is made up of representatives from different Mäori organisations 
and provides leadership to the two Kaitoko whänau positions in partnership with 
the Kaiwhakahaere of Ngäti Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated. Te Wero meets with iwi 
representatives on a monthly basis to keep abreast of the overriding objectives 
of the Kahungunu Violence Free Strategy and to advise where activities can 
coincide with the Moemoea.   

Moemoea / Vision
“Challenging ourselves to move forward, weaving together to make a difference”

Te Tumu Whakahaere o Te Wero Executive Members:
Te Tumu Whakahaere o Te Wero Chairperson: 	 Ruruhira Tawhai
Te Tumu Whakahaere o Te Wero Member:	 Maree Tukukino
Ngäti Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated Kaiwhakahaere:		 Meka Whaitiri

Kaitoko Whänau Contact Details:	
Connie Collins	 Mobile: 027 5001 872; Landline: 06 876 2718 ext 703
Jenny Smith	 Mobile: 027 5001 873; Landline: 06 876 2718 ext 719

Monthly Meetings:
1st Tuesday of every month at 12.30pm. For more information 
please contact one of the Kaitoko Whänau workers.  

Te Tumu Whakahaere o Te Wero members meet on a monthly basis. This picture was taken at their 
August meeting held at Te Roopu A Iwi Trust in Maraenui, Napier. From back left: Connie Collins,  
Jenny Smith, Maureen Mua, Meka Whaitiri, Robert Rutene, Haami Hilton.  
From front left: Hiraani Awarangi, Ruruhira Tawhai and Edina Hilton.  

te tumu whakahaere o te wero

Throughout the years Ngäti Kahungunu has been able to design, create, and m
ake our own Kahungunu flags to display at the various events held 

throughout the m
otu. The m

aster behind the flag m
aking was M

ahea Tom
oana, a creative and very inspired artist who always shared his talent so willingly.



AGM pa- sports day
Already plans are being made for the  

Ngäti Kahungunu Iwi AGM PÄ SPORTS DAY.  
Now is the time to rally up your team and get ready to participate.

 

5th AGM PÄ SPORTS
SPLASH PLANET, HASTINGS

27th November 2010

To register your interest in receiving more 
information about the AGM Pä Sports, 
please email ruth@kahungunu.iwi.nz

Ngahiwi Tomoana, Chair of Ngäti Kahungunu Iwi 
was approached by Wayne Peters, Mäori Member 
on the NZ Rugby Union Board, for Kahungunu to 
host a full banquet to celebrate 100 years of Mäori 
Rugby. Although the NZ Rugby Union ended up 
giving the banquet to another contractor, Ngäti 
Kahungunu Iwi provided manaakitanga to the fullest 
extent, facilitating a pöwhiri for the NZ Mäori team, 
the England team, the NZRU Mäori Committee and 
the NZRU Board. In the process Ngäti Kahungunu 
Iwi Inc. accomplished a number of unplanned 
achievements:
•	 We had a 500 strong pre-game kapa haka 
group, the biggest ever for an international rugby 
game;

•	 We had our own Kahungunu announcer - 
Meagan Chong who became the first bi-lingual 
ground announcer for an NZRU game;

•	 It was the first time that two anthem singers from 
the same iwi were selected, Hinewehi Mohi and 
Charles Ropitini, both Ngäti Kahungunu; and

•	 We were the first iwi to organise pre-game fireworks, half time and after game 
entertainment at an international rugby game.

See what others had to say...
“My spine went tingly and the hairs on my arms stood up when I saw that 
kapa haka group pouring onto the ground and stretch from goal line to goal 
line. Their haka was something I’ve never experienced at a game. Wow!”	   
Mark McLeod, NZRU contracted ground announcer.

“My grandson was in the kapa haka group. He made us very proud. He’s been on 
a high ever since. He hasn’t washed his t-shirt yet and we’ve put it away as his 
keepsake. That night was wonderful” Marie Edwards.

“It’s the highlight of my rugby career…to perform the haka….to see NZ Mäori win….
for them to haka to us after the game….just awesome… I was proud as” 	  
Karamu High School student.

“The 5 year old singer (from Mangateretere School), the entire performance, luncheon 
and stadium were magnificent. It was one of the best days in my rugby career”  	  
John Owen, President, England Rugby Union.

“The Clive connection really lifted me up and so did the support  
of all Kahungunu…it was a great effort by Kahungunu”  
Karl Lowe, flanker NZ Mäori, Kahungunu.

NZ Mäori 35 England 28

Kahungunu and NZ Mäori Win  
At Stunning Celebration 

to mark 100 years  
of ma-ori rugby

Pictures supplied courtesy of Hawke’s Bay Today. 

Ko Taumutu te maunga
Ko Mangatahi te moana
Ko Mangapoike te awa
Ko Ngäi Tahu Matawhaiti te hapü
Ko Iwitea te marae. 

Mere Whaanga is a mother of three, 
grandmother of three, and kaitiaki 
of whänau land and the korero 
associated with it. Having completed two years as Mäori History Fellow in Wellington, 
Mere moved home to Mahia at the end of 2003. Her hapü history A Carved Cloak for 
Tahu was published the following year and was a finalist in the History section of the 
Montana New Zealand Book Awards in 2005.

When asked by her son what had happened to his grandfather’s farm Rata, Mere 
decided to approach the Mäori Land Court to see if the farm could be returned to 
whänau ownership. Rata and several other Tutuotekaha blocks were amalgamated 
with Anewa Station in 1967.

The response from the Land Court was not encouraging. Mere applied to Waikato 
University to become a PhD candidate in the School of Mäori and Pacific Development 
with part of her study coming under the School of Law. Her aim was to better 
understand Te Ture Whenua Mäori Act 1993 and also to examine the progression of 
Mäori land from traditional tenure, through small whänau holdings, to the large trusts 
and incorporations that dominate so much of Mäori land in the Ngäti Kahungunu ki 
Wairoa area.

She began her full-time PhD study in August 2007. The working title of her thesis is 
“Rata – Traditional practice to agricultural shareholding”.
 
The research Mere will undertake, and her PhD study as a whole is aligned with the 
Ngäti Kahungunu Iwi Strategic Vision 2026 which expresses as ‘Ki te whai ao, ki te ao 
märama – The continuous pursuit of excellence’
 
Mere is a mature student who embarked on this study at the age of 55. Once the 
PhD is completed she hopes to continue on to post-doctoral research in the area of 
sustainable Mäori land utilization, an area that will be very useful to many of our hapü 
who are land-rich, but increasingly dissociated from their lands.
 
Mere’s PhD is about Mäori land law, land tenure and traditional ecological knowledge 
and is of great interest to the iwi. Te Tiriti o Waitangi, whakapapa connections to the 
land, the way our tipuna worked with the land and its resources, how we maintain our 
connections with ancestral land now, and the way we interact with other peoples will 
be examined in the PhD.  
  
Upon completion of the PhD Mere 
hopes to interest a publisher in her 
thesis, and to engage in further 
historical research. 

These pictures of Mere were 
taken beside the Mangapoike 
River while on a hikoi to Te Kooti’s 
battlesite on Paparatu in 2009.

profiling our kahungunu people

Rongomaraeroa marae is situated in the beautiful country village of Porangahau 
in Central Hawke’s Bay.   This year whänau celebrated their hard work as they 
participated in a DIY series. 

Rongomaraeroa 
Ko Takitimu te waka

Ko Te Awaputahi te maunga
Ko Taurekaitai te awa

Ko Ngäti Kere, Ngäti Pihere, Ngäti Manuhiri ngä hapü
Ko Ngäti Kahungunu te iwi

DO IT YOURSELF!! 

New fences, a new pathway and waharoa, a paint job, new carvings, a newly levelled 
Marae ätea, new seating, carefully placed roofing, beautiful plants, new grass, the 
replacement of the bell, and even the painting of the flag pole has added to the new 
look of Rongomaraeroa Marae in Porangahau. Cooks kept churning out the endless 
kai and cups of tea…and even then they were found outside painting and lifting 
where they could. Fetching and carrying was in full flight and thank goodness for the 
machinery that took over the heavy work as whänau drove through the crowds of 
workers. The TV crew (who were trying to find a space to talk to everyone) and kids 
(who weren’t supposed to be there) were found dropping shingle, soil, rocks and all 
sorts of equipment where it was needed. Whänau showed extreme support during the 
DIY makeover for Rongomaraeroa Marae. This was a stunning show of how whänau 
can come together to make things happen.   

The Rongomaraeroa Marae whänau really know the meaning of the word 
mahitahi – working together! Tumeke whänau.

Watch Rongomaraeroa DIY Marae on Mäori Television Friday 22nd October at 
8:30pm.

For more information please view their website:
www.naumaiplace.com/site/rongomaraeroa-marae/home/welcome/ 

marae profile
rongomaraeroa marae

D.I.Y MARAE

‘KOTAHITANGA’ Hapü working together on collective 
aspirations and developing outcomes for the benefit of us all.
 
In the last edition of Hoea rä we profiled the Kahungunu ki Uta, Kahungunu ki 
Tai Marine and Freshwater strategy.  Since then we have sent out our first Fish 
Unit Newsletter- Hurumanu and we have held the first of a series of wänanga. 
These wänanga are an opportunity for hapü to come together on collective 
aspirations and develop outcomes for the benefit of us all. The first wänanga held 
at Matahiwi marae was a great success and a draft hapü rohe moana/awa/waiü 
management plan template has been developed.  This template is available for 
all hapü to review and modify before the next wänanga in the series.  To request 
a copy of this template, please contact our office. Wänanga tuarua will provide 
the opportunity for hapü to confirm and ratify the planned framework and will 
be held on 24th – 25th September (venue to be confirmed); other items on the 
agenda include LORE – Tikanga and the Treaty of Waitangi, and co-governance/
co-management.   Wänanga tuatoru is planned for 3rd - 4th December, venue 
and agenda to be confirmed.  The wänanga series will finish with a Kahungunu ki 
Uta, Kahungunu ki Tai summit in March 2011. 
 

‘Keep a hook out and reel in the info’
 
The iwi Fisheries Management team is here to help you. We are about Kotahitanga, 
working together on collective aspirations and developing outcomes for the benefit 
of us all. We hope you can join us to contribute to this important kaupapa.
 
For more information please contact:
Ngäti Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated
Fisheries Management Team
Dr Adele Whyte or Ngaio Tiuka
Ph: 06 872718 or toll free 0800 524 864
Email adele@kahungunu.iwi.nz or ngaio@kahungunu.iwi.nz

hapu- rohe moana, awa, waiu- management
- planning wa-nanga

te reo update

Ngäti Kahungunu Reo Resources are now online.  
There are rack cards, posters, flash cards and if you’re really keen, purchase 

a ‘Töku Iwi’ board game. Find out more by going online 

nkresources.webs.com

  JULIE FERGUSON
 

Julie Ferguson is no stranger 
to the world sporting stage 
and Ngäti Kahungunu Iwi 
Incorporated is once again 
happy to have sponsored 
Julie as a valuable player and 
captain of the New Zealand 
Mäori Women’s Seven’s team 
that represented Aotearoa 
at the Rome Seven’s in Italy. 
Participating teams consisted of 
Russia, France, Columbia, Italy, 
Spain and Aotearoa. Julie has 
been a representative of this 
team five times now and they 
have an undefeated record. 
Julie says, “It helped that our 
team was a great mixture of 
youth, talent and experience 
and we all gelled very well. The 
team were great Mäori wahine 
ambassadors”
 
Julie is a mother of two and 
a national representative in 
a number of sports. Over the 
years she has represented New 
Zealand in Rugby Seven’s, 
Touch and for the NZ Mäori 
in Seven’s, Rugby League and Touch.  In 2006 Julie was the Kahungunu Mäori 
Sportswoman of the year.
 
Julie is a hard worker on the field and off. She’s often seen out in the community 
offering her knowledge to local sporting teams, primary schools, and she is a volunteer 
coach at a local high school.   Julie says that her passion is to encourage rangatahi and 
show how it is possible to aspire and work hard to achieve your goals. 
 
Julie is actively involved in the community health sector.  Her main field is in helping our 
Mäori whänau to stop smoking.  Wherever she goes, she is always advocating good 
health messages to the community. Julie runs workshops that promote goal setting. 
She has a passion to promote Mäori achievement in all areas of life. Recently Julie 
put her name down to compete in a charity boxing match to increase the awareness of 
Students Against Drunk Driving (SADD). While boxing is out of her comfort zone she 
is keen to support the cause. 
 
A special message from Julie to us all:
“Hard work pays off. If you want it bad enough, be prepared to work for it”

MERE WHAANGA

Pictures taken at the 2009 Waiata Mäori Music Awards.


