C:\windows\TEMP\1005_Hikoii Foreshores and Seabeds.doc

Page 3 of 5

Update 2 March 2004

NGÄTI KAHUNGUNU STRATEGY TO 
OPPOSE THE PROPOSED FORESHORES AND SEABED’S LEGISLATION

This update includes:

Timeline of events

Ngäti Kahungunu response

Update

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 

1993-2003

The eight Iwi of Te Tau Ihu O Te Waka (Marlborough and Nelson) had been trying to get licences to begin the commercial development of their fishing resource.  Over A ten-year period legal action resulted in an appeal to the Court of Appeal.

June19th 2003 Court of Appeal (Chief Justice Sian Elias) 

Mäori Customary title to the Foreshore and Seabed had never been legally extinguished and that Marlborough Iwi have their title clarified through the Mäori Land Court.

June 20th 2003 Prime Minister announces that 

“Under the Crowns Assumption of Sovereignty, the Foreshores and Seabed’s will be vested in the “public domain”. 

August 2003 Te Ope Mana A Tai is formed to represent all Iwi who oppose the legislation.

Marlborough and Hauraki Iwi host two National Hui at Ngauhutoitoi Marae (Paeroa), and at Omaka Marae, Blenheim, all Iwi present (44), reject the Crowns proposals.

February 2004 -  At two Hui-a-Iwi Ngati Kahungunu whanau whanui reject the Crown proposals.

At these Hui strategies are agreed upon, and a Coordinator is appointed to facilitate Iwi opposition.  The Hui resolved to take three strategies (as presented on page two).

February 2004 - the government announces that it will now vest the F/S in the Government and not in “public domain” as previously intended.

February 27th and 1st March 2004 - Public protest by Ngäti Kahungunu takes place outside the War Memorial Conference Centre, Napier.  This protest was aimed at Parekura Horomia and Tariana Turia and is part of the NKII strategy to oppose the F/S.

STRATEGIES
(as a result of the Hui-a-Iwi held 22 February 2004)
1
INTERNATIONAL STRATEGY – PURPOSE

To raise the awareness of the international community as to the threats to Mäori, and to highlight the Current government intentions on an international plat-form.

A
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Peoples

Moana Jackson will lead a team of legal academics to prepare a statement to go to the United Nations Permanent forum on Indigenous Peoples.  This will be relayed to the forum via Mililani Trask (Hawaiian), the current Pacific Representative on the Permanent Forum.

B
Peoples Tribunal

Moana will investigate the possibility of convening a peoples tribunal here in Ngati Kahungunu to hear the grievances that the Iwi has against Current and successive governments.

This tribunal is made up of International Jurist all from outside Aotearoa, whose brief it will be to hear the case.

2
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT – PURPOSE 

To encourage those representing Ngati Kahungunu peoples to make a stand or statement and “Cross the floor”.

All Members of Parliament who have a vested interest in Ngati Kahungunu in any way will be the target of a sustained and prolonged (till the next elections) protest and challenge.  Ngati Kahungunu is asking them to “cross the floor” and “vote against” the proposed F/S legislation.  

They will also be informed that unless they make a stand for the peoples of Ngati Kahungunu they will suffer the consequence of not being re-elected.

This opposition will take the form of public protest.

3
HIKOI KI TE WHANGANUI A TARA – PURPOSE 

To educate the peoples of the Ngati Kahungunu Rohe in the foreshores and seabed’s debacle and to encourage the Ngati Kahungunu peoples to add their voice to opposition against the F/S.

A hikoi from Mahia to Wellington will take place to coincide with the introduction of the proposed legislation into Parliament (around end of March/beginning of April).

Hikoi will focus on the main townships of Wairoa, Napier, Hastings, Waipukurau, Dannevirke and Masterton.

The hikoi will be four days in duration.

UPDATE AS AT 
1 MARCH 2004

The government have changed horses over the past week, not out of sense of morality or conscience, but as a knee-jerk reaction to the Orewa speech of Don Brash and their rapid decline in the polls.  They have indicated that they will not take the foreshores and seabed’s and vest it in “public domain”, but will instead vest it in Government ownership (this was their original proposal).

The stance of the Mäori Members of Parliament has also changed, but they have yet to indicate what strategy they will now take, it is a “wait and see” game at the moment.

A Minister of Race Relations has been appointed by the Government (Trevor Mallard), and his job will be two-fold:

1. To ensure that a needs based criteria is applied to funding that Mäori receive from the government, 

2. To take an in depth look at TeTiriti O Waitangi/Treaty of Waitangi and the Principles of The Treaty with a view to clarifying the Governments with respect to these documents.

Because the proposed legislation is a breach of Treaty/Te Tiriti rights we will be most interested to see how the Minister and his office proceed with their work.

All the Government activity will in no way change the course of direction that Ngäti Kahungunu have committed to and our normal course of action and opposition will proceed.

Please find enclosed with this up-date an article first produced by Tuu Mai magazine February issue.  The article is an interview with Ken Hingston a former judge with the Mäori Land Court.  This article may be helpful to understand the issue and its implication on whanau, Hapü and Iwi.

All the 90 marae of Ngäti Kahungunu will receive a copy of this update, please take it with you to your next Marae Komiti hui and distribute to the whanau affiliated to your marae.

Ngäti Kahungunu coastline covers 515.3 kms and approximately 90 marae and 86 hapü inhabit our landmass.  All of this coastline, all of the hapü, whether inland or not, will be affected in some way by the proposed legislation and therefore it is important for all of us to a least make the effort to understand the issue and make the information available to others.

We urge all whanau and hapü who think they will be affected by this proposed legislation to register a claim through your Mäori Land Court, for clarification of your title to the F/S. 

Hui have been held with various roopu to advertise Ngati Kahungunu strategies and to encourage Ngäti Kahungunu to participate in these strategies.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT STRATEGY

As part of the Ngati Kahungunu strategy Tariana Turia and Parekura Horomia were the subject of a public protest on Friday 27 February 2004, outside the War Memorial Conference Centre.  These protests call for all Members of Parliament (Pakeha and Mäori), to oppose the legislation and “cross the floor” when the time comes to vote.

I urge you to contact me on the following phone numbers if you require any information or want to register for the hikoi.

Naku noa

Mereana Pitman

0800 524 864

Mobile 027 256 9707

Ngati Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated 

509 Orchard Road

P O Box 2406

Hastings

Email taanga@kahungunu.iwi.nz 
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