
HIKOI – THE THIRD WAVE

Yes, the Hikoi has come and gone.  What began as a Ngati Kahungunu initiative had massive National pulsations.  People swarmed into Wellington thronging the streets with protest, haka, chants, waiata, laughter and joy.  Yes, joy about being Maori and about expressing anger and sorrow in a Maori way.

The 20,000 marchers know that the Government would go ahead and introduce the Bill regardless of the Hikoi.  We knew that but we still went.

So what did we achieve?  What does Ngati Kahungunu drive from the Hikoi which attracted many derisory descriptions from notable commentators and community members?  Talk Back Shows overdosed on it, local and central Politicians demonised it, the general public still doesn’t know what all the fuss is about, the Prime Minister ignored it, but Ngati Kahungunu and all other Iwi celebrated it.

Ngati Kahungunu knows that this is only the third of a set of seven waves that will incapacitate and eventually destroy the Foreshore and Seabed Bill or Act as it may become.

The Hikoi was the opportunity to unite all the diverse parts of Maoridom in a show of cohesiveness that puts the Labour Government and all opposition parties on notice that we won’t be political, economic or social doormats any longer.  Ignore us at your peril.  This was the major message.

The discipline of the Hikoi was amazing.  There were no transgressions of the Law unlike the Fart Tax March where buckets of bullshit were dumped on Parliaments steps and an MP drove a tractor up those steps.  The sequels to these incidents are still being played out.  But no such incidents on our Hikoi – a bit of snot sprayed onto the ground, a mere drop compared with that sprayed by Super 12 Players every weekend in full focus on TV screens.

The Wellington winds ensured that the kaleidoscope of flags in full stretch cracked and clattered with whip like intensity, adding to the panoramic drama.

Kaumatua, kuia, and mokopuna alike braved the blasts of Tawhirimatea with dignity and strength that was only matched by the ignorance and fear of Government and Opposition Parties, the Greens being the exception.

“Wreckers and Haters” were a non-event, but middle Maoridom was out in force.  This should be the most frightening thing to the Government.  Middle ground Maori have moved and will think twice about traditional loyalties at the next election.

Furthermore for every one march, there would have been ten or more at home giving emotional and moral support for the Hikoi.  Yes, tears of pride were shed at home too.  So what’s the next step?

Ngati Kahungunu will be discussing at this Sundays Hui what future waves of action will be taken.  Te recap, the first wave was the total rejection by all whanau and hapu at the September Hui at Omahu of the Governments proposals.

The second wave of action was the successful application to the Waitangi Tribunal by Ngati Kahungunu and others last November which the Government ignored.  

The third wave was the Hikoi.

The fourth wave was to apply to the United Nation to bring international pressure on the Government to name and shame them.  This occurred last week in New York City presented by Ngai Tahu on behalf of Treaty Tribes Coalition which includes Ngati Kahungunu, Taimanuhiri and Hauraki Iwi.

The firth and sixth waves will be to oppose en masse the Proposed Bill through it’s Select Committee stages, and to support the new Political momentum headed by Tariana Turia and Dr Pita Sharples.

The Seventh wave will be to win the Tairawhiti seat at the next election from labour.  Experience from the Derek Fox campaign of 1999 which was a close call will put electioneers, volunteers and potential candidates in a positive frame of mind.

The Hikoi experience will ensure a lively and passionate action and the Hikoi was a stepping-stone toward a greater Maori political autonomy.  That’s what the Hikoi achieved for Kahungunu.
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