Matau a Maui Daily dates

Sent: Mon, 19 Apr 2010 00:29:35 +1200
Day 1
Morena all,

At 1600 yesterday a truly impressive scene could be seen north of Rangitoto. Marumaru Atua, Hine Moana,
Uto Ni Yalo, Te Matau a Maui joined after clearing customs. Together they opened their sails and set
course to Raivavae A great leaving cermony led Hektor Busby made sure that the whole fleet was blessed
and could leave under the best possible conditions.

This morning the significance of this voyage with four vaka traveling together is finally sinking into us when
we see these beautiful canoes sailing next to each other in the light of the dawn.

At 0615 the positions of the canoes were Te Matau a Maui 36'32S 176'14E Marumaru Atua 36'35S
176'20E Uto ni Yalo 36'34S 176'12E Hine Moana 36'36 176'20E

Best wishes to you all
Magnus Danbolt

Te Matau a Maui
Ocean Noise Production

Sent: Tue 20/04/2010 8:15 a.m.

Day 2

Morena from the ocean,

We had strong winds during the night and got a bit spread out. Yesterday we all changed over to the
offshore rig except Marumaru, she is doing that this morning.

This morning the strong S wind is replaced by a warmer light W and our progress is slowing down but all
crews and vaka are in good shape!

Vaka Time Position

Te Matau a Maui 0600 37'05S 179'24E
Maraumaru Atua 0645 37'03S 178'58E
Hine Moana 0600 36'52S 179'17E
Uto Ni Yalo 0600 37'05S 179'18E

Best regards
Magnus



Sent: Wed 21/04/2010 7:21 a.m.

Day 3

Morena,

Yesterday we crossed the date line. The navigators of our fleet of canoes estimated that very well, with only
a few miles error. From the 180" meridian they started the 1500M count to the east to where we will turn
north. The wind is moderate, about S 15kn, and the forecast for the next days looks ok.

Around the hoizon from Te Matau we can see all the other canoes in the distance coming into sight now
and again in the four meter swell. We have a 15kg tuna for lunch. All good!

Nga Mihi

210410 Time Postion

Te Matau a Maui 0600 37604S 178622W

Hi ne Moana 0600 37605S 178622W
Ut o Ni Yal o 0600 37606S 1780614W
Mar umar u At ua 0600 37600S 178616W

Sent: Thu 22/04/2010 7:46 a.m.

Day 4

Kia ora,

Yesterday all the vaka covered a lot of miles eastward in a 15-18kn S breeze. The four of us sailed in a line
with Uto Ni Yalo and Marumaru Atua leading before Hine Moana and Te Matau a Maui. A few lighter
squalls came through during the day and dispersed the fleet so we lost visual contact with each other. By
the evening we were close enough again to see the lights of the others.

Uto ni Yalo is the fastest of us. She is easily catching up with the rest of the fleet if she for any reason is
behind. In lighter winds Te Matau is helplessly falling behind. We couldn't figure out why until we
discovered a lot of barnacles on the center boards! They didn't get checked in the preparations for the
voyage. A big mistake and the source of much amusement among the other crews!

Very light winds last night has slowed down the fleet. We are within 8M of each other now and bobbing
around in 3kn on a slight ESE course. These vaka does not like light winds. Their element is a +20kn
breeze on the beam. Then they are happy!

220410 Time Postion

Te Matau a Maui 0600 37623S 175638W

Hi ne Moana 0600 37623S 175630W
Ut o Ni Yal o 0600 37625S 175624W
Mar umar u Atua 0600 37617S 175640W

Nga Mihi

Magnus and Te Matau a Maui



Sent: Fri 23/04/2010 6:54 a.m.

Day 5
Kia Ora,

In the light winds yesterday we were trying to get the canoes back together. Marumaru was sailing furthest
to the south, heading ESE while Uto had sprinted north during the night. In the middle was Hine followed by
Te Matau. During the day Te Matau brought out her secret weapon, a genaker we have for trials. That
should give us enough speed to catch up with Hine Moana! It gave us an extra pull and allowed us to point
deeper. Late in the afternoon Te Matau catches up with Uto and Hine. They had reduced their sail to wait
for us and Marumaru who had gone on a much more southerly course.

In the fine weather we can wash in the cold sea water and spoil us by making nice food like fish cakes or
like on Hine, making their own Mayonnaise! It also gives an opportunity to gather the crew and have a
debriefing of the past days, of what has worked well and what needs to be worked on. We start to feel that
the latitude is getting higher, the wind has definitely a bite to it and we are keen to gybe to the north.

In the early evening we realise that Marumaru in fact is north of us. She had gybed to a port tack during the
day and passed our sterns! Uto, Hine and Te Matau set sail again on a north westerly course to again try to
catch up with her. We sail close together during the night. The fast Uto had reduced her sails to match the

speed of Hine and Te Matau. In the morning |ight Ma
to welcome us. Our family is back together again!

Nga Mihi

Te Matau a Maui

230410 Time Postion

Te Matau a Maui 0600 370647S 1730605W

Hi ne Moana 0600 37646S 1730603W
Ut o Ni Yalo 0600 37646S 1730607W
Mar umaru Atua 46S 1726580wW00 370

Sent: Sat 24/04/2010 6:07 a.m.
Day 6

Kia ora,

At 1400 Hine Moana and Te Matau caught up with Marumaru. Uto has tracked away slightly from the rest
of the fleet. She is doing the same course east as the rest of us but 10M north. We can just make her out
on the horizon. It is a complicated fleet of canoes. All different islands and different culture but bound
together with the passion for the ocean and voyaging. Marumaru Atua with her crew from Cook Island is
leading us and is navigating without instrument. Her navigators only use the canoe and their knowledge of
the stars and sun to find their way. This makes it hard for the other canoes to follow her and her decisions
sometimes. Uto Ni Yalo from Fiji has a well timmed crew and is fast and wants to cover as much ground
as possible. She is often sails ahead and has to wait for the lead canoe. Hine Moana with crew from
Vanuatu and Western Samoa and Te Matau a Maui with her New Zealand crew is slower and can easier
follow each other. It is sometimes frustrating waiting for the other canoes but from a safety point of view it is
important that the canoes are close together so our support vessels can track us.The WNW winds during
the night speeded our progress eastwards. In the choppy seas Te Matau ran a full rig with the genoa and
often touched 13kn! We covered 183M since yesterday morning! For a change Te Matau and Hine Moana
are in the lead. We just reduced sails to let Uto and Marumaru catch up and to tighten our group.

Nga Mihi
Te Matau a Maui

240410 Time Postion
Te Matau a Maui 0600 37647S 169618W
Hi ne Moana 0600 37647S 1690626W
Ut o Ni Yal o 0600 37645S 169632W
Mar umar u At ua 0640 37652S 169629W

w



Sent: Sunday, 25 April 2010 6:44 a.m.

Day 7 250410

Kia ora,

The wind eased off yesterday. A big high pressure system is passing and the weather is fair but mostly
overcast. The last three nights have been overcast. This makes it very hard for the helmsmen to steer and

even harder forthenone-i nstrument navigators to find their | ati

Matau and Hine Moana have been sailing close together during the night. 10M north Uto Ni Yalo and
Marumaru Atua has paired up. We can only just make out their sails on the horizon. We are still on a
easterly course, about 070T but have slowed down to 5kn.

Yesterday Uto and Marumaru went on a more northerly course to get a better angle to the wind and more
speed to catch up with us. Surprisingly Hine and Te Matau stood their ground well. Amongst us we decided
that we should not slow down and wait but keep going eastwards as fast as possible. Eventually Uto and

Marumaru will catch up. We keep frequent radio contact with each other to track our course s s o we do
drift too far away from each other. The weather forecast is showing some challenges in the next days.

Possibly easterlies and strong winds. We are all preparing ourselves by drilling safety routines and handling

the salils.

Yesterdaywe hadour f i rst serious meeting on Te Matau. |t w
chocol ate. The first days we had Afree picko from t
disappeared too fast. So we had to ration it. The meeting was about how and how much should be

distributed each day. It was quite serious. In the end a compromise was reached that satisfied all parties.

We were a peaceful vaka again!

Before we left we requested that Tangaroa bless our lures with fish so we would not have to eat of corn

beef . Wel | , we have been gifted with albacore of wh
marinated fish, Tahi 6s T d sayandwazabinsteanied fesh, gaih fried fishh , s u
battered fried fish, poached f i s h, Lizds cookie coconut marinade, |
fish ...we woke up one night to find that the moana had left a squid on the deck. It was used as bait

catching even more albacore. But we take in our lines after two orthreefi shes. We donét t ak
can eat.

Nga Mihi

Te Matau a Maui

250410 Time Postion

Te Matau a Maui 0600 37011S 165650W

Hine Moana 0600 37611S 1650651W

Uto Ni Yalo 0600 37601S 1650657W

Marumaru Atua 0640 37603S 166601W

Sent: Monday, 26 April 2010 6:09 a.m.

Day 8 260410

Daily run: 176M

The wind is here now. At noon yesterday Te Matau and Hine Moana got overtaken by a southerly front.

Like a grey wall it came thundering onto us with 25-30kn SSE winds and rain. A dramatic wind shift from

the light W winds in split seconds. We quickly reduced sails and called Marumaru Atua and Uto Ni Yalo

who were 10M north to warn them of what was coming their way. The two groups of vaka are still sailing

parallel to each other about 10M apart. In the strong SSE winds we can't keep our due east course but are

slipping slowly to the north. The morning had been very nice with sun and lighter winds. Many of us on Te

Mat au had taken the opportunity to do our | aunmry w
bunks where we sl eep are full of wet clothes that w

crews. Not too much wind and the sails are still easy to manage. The forecast shows that we might get up
to gale force winds in the next days.



The conditions now already make life hard on the vaka. Nothing is dry and everything upside down. Even
typing this is a challenge. Sitting squeezed into the whare in the morning light, Mama Liz, Murray and Ema
trying to make an omelette; Murray and Ema steadying the pans and Mama Liz stirring. Even the simplest
task becomes a mission. Now it is important to get the crew together, encourage everyone and work as one
team. We are only just halfway to Raivavae.

Nga Mihi

Te Matau a Maui

260410 Time (UTC -11) Postion

Te Matau a Maui 0600 36620S 162644 W

Hine Moana 0600 36622S 162646W

Uto Ni Yalo 0600 36608S 162647W
Marumaru Atua 0600 36608S 162642W

P
French P-:v!',ncsﬁ- Bpeete

Cook IslanddyAvarua

¢ 26 April 2010 Te Matau a Maui
25 April 2010 Te Matau a Maui ¢

O

'\'\J?'-‘ April 2010 Te Matau a Mayi Aprit 2010 Te Matau a Maul
J

Day 9, Tue 27/04/2010 6:28 a.m

Day 9 270410

ANZAC day. The heavier weat her nthe aews nsomlulbsteadeha arpingd o e s
yeehaaing increases and everyone gets their glow on. There are no worried faces when the vaka surfs

down a wave and buries her bow through on coming waves. It is a constant rhythm if you are down below

in the hull. 1t sounds like thunder and the hulls shudder on impact. You can hear the water hit the top of the

hull and cascade down like a waterfall. It sounds surreal. At sunset we remembered family and friends that

had passed due to the various wars and held our own ANZAC day ceremony. We are fortunate to have two

ex service men onboard. We believe that the ceremony was as meaningful as it should be.

12M north Marumaru had their own Anzac ceremony. She has been tracking more or less the same course

and speed as Te Matau and Hine Moana who still are close together. During the night Marumaru are

coming closer and at 0600 only a few miles separate our latitudes. Uto Ni Yalo has problems maintaining

her course heading into the wind (close to the wind). She has drifted further and further to the north and

are not making as good speed as before. She is prob
handle the heavier winds as well. In the evening she is out of vhf range. Luckily Evohe, one of our support

boats, is tailing her and can relay our messages. We think that our Fijian brothers are really cold and

desperate to get to the warmer latitudes. The south east wind is slowly veering to the south. That will give

Uto opportunity to catch up with the rest of us and now, in the morning she is on the vhf and has done a

very good job fighting against the weather to come south! At 0400 the wind increased to gale force. We

took another reef and are running under 2nd reef on mizzen and main and staysail. We are still doing 10kn

and 15-17kn down the waves. Big swell and spray whipping our faces in the wind. The canoe is being



thrown around and a wave breaking over the deck took Tiaki, the youngster onboard, with it all the way to
the guard rail. Luckily he is unharmed. Another day of voyaging!

Nga Mihi

Te Matau a Maui

270410 Time Postion

Te Matau a Maui 0600 35636S 159606 W
Hine Moana 0600 35634S 159612W
Uto Ni Yalo 0600 35628S 159611W
Marumaru Atua 0640 35638S 158655W
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Sent: Wed 28/04/2010 8:19 a.m.

Day 10 280410

The storm continues thru out the day. Towering waves and 48kn of gusts forces us to reduce sail even
more. A dramatic change of the staysail to the storm jib saw three of the crew mostly submerged for the
best part of a half an hour when the bow ploughed into the waves.
One second there is water up to the main mast. Next second the
bow rises 3m up in the air with water pouring down the side and the
crew, Murray and Tiaki, emerge again through the white wash only
to smash down again into the next wave. It looks dramatic and they
come back with a raising heart but with a smile. It is all about
working together and to look after each other. 2nd reef in main and
mizzen and the storm jib is still giving us 8-12kn so we take the main

down c_;_ompletely. Running under the deep reefed mizzen and the Photo from the Fijian Waka
storm jib feel very safe and the vaka moves smother. The waves are

still are still crashing over us but the worst of the pounding is gone.

In the morning Uto Ni Yalo comes flying by. She has managed to climb up against the wind and is pushing
hard eastward. Only one reef in the main and mizzen makes it look like Te Matau is standing still. She
doesn't seem to have any problems in the hard winds. The lighter canoes seems to handle better after all!
She disappearstotheeastof us wuntil we canét reach her on t
Marumaru are joining up 30M north of Hine Moana and Te Matau.

he

\Y



Here is an epic description of yesterday from Pat, one of the crew of Te Matau: Just finished the shift.

Unreal. Got on deck heart rate went from normal to yahoo in seconds. Far out! | looked on waves coming

side on. The swell was standing 5-6m as they rolled on in, hugh! Wind roaring rain pelting like sheets for as

far as you can see. H a v eirordment forea éong tireeo Thé wavea loaoked ke themy e n
guarter of a football field tilted on an angle. Wha
From the base of the waves it began as an iridescent blue, almost electric blue, as they rose they changed

colour as the days light filtered through the water. Colours would change from the blue to a translucent

agua then towards the tops, a turquoise crystal bl u
wind would burst through the white and send long streaks of white foam in parallel lines down the face of

the waves, not just the waves coming but every wave as far as the eye can see! Hugh mountains of wavy

water with streaks striping the face of the waves. Never ever seen nothing like it! | looked around the other
side and saw the same waves. After the initial rush
this is a good thingo. Straight away another crew m
deck and gently uplifted him and washed him across the deck to the edge of the vaka and jammed him into

the railings. No railings, no bro! Luckily everyone on deck is clipped in with safety harnesses.

Nga Mihi

Te Matau a Maui

280410 Time Postion

Te Matau a Maui 0600 35627S 156637W

Hine Moana 0600 35627S 156645W

Uto Ni Yalo 0600 34659S 156641W
Marumaru Atua 0600 34659S 156640W
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Sent: Thu 29/04/2010 6:45 a.m.

Day 11 290410

Daily run: 150M

A nice sight met us in the morning. It is less wind and swells. Slightly to the north of Te Matau we can make

out Hine Moana, Uto Ni Yalo and Marumaru Atua in one line. We rendezvoused during the evening after

being scattered by the gale force winds. All the vaka took a pounding in the high winds and the

mountainous breaking swell. Hine Moana got some issues with her kiatos and wanted to slow down to

reduce the stress on the hulls. Yesterday morning Te Matau slowed right down to meet up with her. Hine

Moana came charging from the south in good speed and spray around the bow and passed close to our
stern. We could see happy smiles on the crew. Hi ned
Marumaru and Uto had met up during the night before and were waiting for us 26M north. While Te Matau

and Hine made their way down wind towards them they looked after their canoes and repaired some of the
damage the previous day had caused. We are lucky enough to have some excellent support vessels

following the vaka. They are here to assist if the vaka run into trouble. To have them close when the bad

weather hits is very comforting.

This morning after the 0600 morning vaka FM, as some calls our morning round up of positions on the vhf,

we shook out the reefs and speeded up to 10kn under full sails. Now all four vaka are flying along in a very
bumpy ride only a few miles apart. Beautiful sight!
little chart table in the whare. Ups, a big wave crashed over and almost through me over the table! So

please excuse some spelling errors!

Nga Mihi

Te Matau a Maui

290410 Time Postion

Te Matau a Maui 0600 34626S 154619W
Hine Moana 0600 34624S 154618W
Uto Ni Yalo 0600 34624S 154618W
Marumaru Atua 0600 3266S 154620W
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25 April 2010 Te Matau a Maul £y 27 April 2010 Te Matau a Maul




Sent: Fri 30/04/2010 6:01 a.m.

Day 12 300410

Daily run: 171M Course: N

After 1600M slowly climbing from almost 38 to 33 degrees and some 12 days at sea the fleet is turning to
the north. A big high pressure system to the east is giving us easterlies and later northerlies. We have a
radio meeting and decide that we should try to get above the system to avoid winds in the wrong direction.
The new course brings a morale boost to the crews in the fleet. Finally we are travelling to warmer
latitudes! All four vaka are still sailing close together. As we bring the vaka around to have the setting sun
on the port beam we all hoist the genoa and charge north and sometimes reaching 12kn surfing down the
long south swell. Perfect conditions. 18kn wind on the beam and the big swell from the stern. In the early
evening we spot a light to port. It seems to be a long liner in the middle of nowhere! The fleet passes the
vessel within a few miles. It must have been a strange sight in the moonlight to see all the vaka flying by.
Like a delayed Polynesian invasion. When we see the four vaka on the open ocean it tickles the mind to
imagine what sights there must have been in the past when fleets of canoes were travelling between the
islands. As the time passes 0200 in the morning crew members of the watch are singing waiata with the
guitar in hand. They may not know the entire song but their spirits are high. The new direction has given us
a sense of pride, it fuels our wairua but not our ego, as we know there will be more hardships to come and
the biggest hardship of all is missing our loved ones.

Nga Mihi

Te Matau a Maui

300410 Time Postion

Te Matau a Maui 0600 32607S 152652W
Hine Moana 0600 32607S 153605W
Uto Ni Yalo 0600 32602S 152659W
Marumaru Atua 0600 31659S 152651W
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Sent: Sat 1/05/2010 6:10 a.m.

Day 13 010510

Daily run: 201M

The day began smooth and we had hope that we would be able to dry out the waka. But the wind and swell
pick up around eleven. Everything is wet from the last days. Wet weather gear, clothes down to the
underwear and our bunks. All the hatches down into the hulls where we sleep are leaking from the locking
mechanism. During the heavy weather when most of the deck was covered in foot deep water now and
again, it pours down into the hatchway and occasionally, when the waka is on an angle it targets a the
sleeping faces of the off watch crew. Worst is of course when we open a hatch to climb out and start our
watch, especially on the windward side. More often than not you are welcomed with a wave breaking over
just when you peak out to see if the coast is clear and you start your watch by being wet and to bail out the
hatch way. The air vents in the hatch ways below we use for drying wet gear and boots. Unfortunately the
rough seas finds gaps in the air vents and water drips down and creat puddles in the bottom of boots. It
does not bring a smile to your face by starting your watch with wet feet in the cold weather. All the waka
seems to have problem with leaks in the bow. Every day we pump out three buckets of water from each sail
|l ocker in the bow. On Hine Moana they bailed out
far.

Humor aboard Te Matau a Maui is however drier than ever. Pranks and hilarious stories entertain us into
the small hours of the night, not to mention lightening the intensity after a high pressure situation. Laughter
has certainly been abundant. After a few days of eating crackers the mention of fry bread snuck into
conversation. The thought lingered and this morning Mama Liz decided to make it a reality, by enlisting the
assistance of the entire watch at different points; one to help find ingredients, another to help mix and
another yet to fry, all whilst still managing to maintain a perfect course and a reasonable speed. We
managed to make enough for the entire crew. Word got out that fry bread and porridge were hot and ready.
Some of the off watch crew turned up on deck in singlet and shorts in the rough weather in fear of missing
out. Mama Liz had to put on more porridge for hungry crew and served herself last. You could hear her say,
6it is good to have a happy crew! d.

All four canoes have steadily tracked north fairly close together. 20-25kn ENE gives us a good push but the
sea in very confused with a two meter chop from the east and south swell we inevitably drift to the west.
But for now we have decided that we can loose a little ground to the west for gaining north. The canoes are
doing 8-9kn and more in the gusts. It is a very bumpy ride with most of the canoe airborne some of the
time. Not good for the sleep but good for the milage and we are keen to get north to get more favorable
winds. Raivavae is only 425M away. But almost right in the direction of the wind!

Nga Mihi

Te Matau a Maui

010510 Time Postion

Te Matau a Maui 0600 28656S 153620W

Hine Moana 0600 28654S 153618W

Uto Ni Yalo 0600 280654S 152635W
Marumaru Atua 0600 280657S 152612W
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Sent: 14. Sun 2/05/2010 7:39 a.m.

Day 14 020510

Daily run: 154M

We are coming to warmer latitudes. The humidity is rising and everything is dripping. Condensation inside

and rain outside. A steady 20-25kn NE pushes us north but also to the west. We are still doing good speed
butitisstarti ng to take its toll on the crew. We havenodt
into the chop as we do now makes it hard to sleep. In the sunset the overcast sky gets darker and squalls

start coming through. The bad weather is back. It is only to laugh about it. There must be good weather
somewhere surely! The ocean is a big place. The weather is doing what it wants when it wants. We are

getting used to the feeling of rough weather anyway the way the deck lurches , the thundering of the hull as

the canoe is lifted high exposing herself to view then crashing down again. The way the stern is lifted up as

the ocean swell picks her up from behind sending her scooting down the wave like a surfer, powering her

up and increasing her speed. Nothing wi I I dry and i f it is dry it won:¢
up and put and put your wet gear on, go to work, get back and take your gear of and put it back on for next

shift. To change the wet clothes for dry is a bad move. You just end up with a stack of wet gear that is

growing and growing. Then it starts to smell like its growing. Especially a couple of males with the wet

weather gear in a small bunk space. The hulls start to smell funky because everyone is in the same
predicament/waka.

Bef ore sunset we reduce sail. We slow down to have
want to end up too far north in case the south easterlies kick in again. Hine Moana is close to Te Matau a

Maui, Marumaru a little bit further away on the same latitude. Uto Ni Yalo has gone west and is hoping to

catch the wind shifts before the rest.

Just when it cané6ét get wetter, it is getting wetter
being thrown horizontally in the 35kn squalls. At midnight, like a miracle, a box of chocolate brownies turns

up in the galley. Maybe there is a heaven!

In the morning the wind finally shifts to north. At sunrise we come around to port tack and are finally

pointing towards our destination.

Nga Mihi

Te Matau a Maui

020510 Time Postion

Te Matau a Maui 0600 26642S 154628W
Hine Moana 0600 26642S 1540627TW
Uto Ni Yalo 0644 260627S 1550612W
Marumaru Atua 0600 26646S 154624 W
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