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‘Government kidnapping babies from the womb is atrocious’ 

 
 

 

An appalling situation has occurred yet again. Our babies are being taken from their mothers soon after 
birth as a way to protect the child from unsafe circumstances. Māori liaison workers are compromised as 
this form of ‘wellbeing for the baby only’ goes against cultural practices of caring for the mother and her 
child.  
 
Today, midwives, community leaders and representatives from the Ngāti Kahungunu Iwi Te Wero group 
met to discuss concerns and a way forward.    
 

“We will not sit on the side and watch this nonsense” 
“Not one more child! Not one more baby will be taken or torn away or kidnapped” 

“We will use our political influence and our networks to intervene at every step, every stage and for 
every child, to ensure that the cultural practices and values are upheld at all times” 

 “The states response at these times needs to take a back seat and kidnapping babies from the womb 
needs to stop now” 

 
We are thankful that whānau and the police showed good sense throughout this attempted baby snatching 
episode. It gave time for the Hawke’s Bay District Health Board Māori Unit to resolve the situation through 
putting into place our cultural belief practices.  
 
We would like to meet with Minister Tracey Martin to ensure we find a positive way forward forever. 
 

Ngahiwi Tomoana – Chairman,  
Ngāti Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated 
PO Box 2406, Hastings, 4153 
 

Ngāti Kahungunu is the third largest iwi with 31,689 registered members to date.  Geographically the tribe has the 
second longest coastline in the country from Paritū in the North to Turakirae in the South. Ngāti Kahungunu Iwi 
Incorporated maintains an independent position to provide research, advice and advocate for the interests, rights, 
values, beliefs and practices of Ngāti Kahungunu alongside our whānau and hapū. Our mission is to enhance the mana 
and well-being of Ngāti Kahungunu. 

 

 

 

 


