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Ngāti Kahungunu Iwi Inc Hui-A-Iwi 

16 December 2023 
Waimarama Marae, Heretaunga 

 

Attendance List attached  

 
Pōwhiri 

Opening welcome to Kahungunu whānau 

Kōrero  

Whānau invited to share their thoughts, worries and solutions regarding the 
current governments policy programme and its real or potential impact on 
iwi/Māori. Whānau advised that any motions tabled and agreed will be passed 
on to the Ngāti Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated (NKII) Board to inform their plan of 
actions to take to the hui call by the Kīngitanga scheduled for January 2024.  

Summary of Motions 

1. We as Kahungunu will not be dictated to by a political party. Kahungunu will 
be determining our own strategy in response to the Governments attacks on te 
iwi Māori. Moved by Te-O-Tāne Huata, seconded by Johnny Nepia Apatu – 
passed by all. 

2. Calling on Ngāti Kahungunu to support the claim laid by Allan Brown with the 
Waitangi Tribunal. Moved by Allan Brown, seconded by Rob Whaitri, passed by 
all. 

3. Ngāti Kahungunu support Māori wards, moved by Thompson Hokianga, 
seconded by Alayna Hokianga and passed by all. 

4. Ngāti Kahungunu provide resource to provide Te Tiriti o Waitangi me Te 
Whakaputanga education/training. Moved by Tere Harrison and seconded by 
Mere Ruru, passed by all.  

5. Ngāti Kahungunu take to government “if you want one people, one nation” 
then let that nation be Māori. Moved by Evelyn Ratima, seconded by Jerry 
Hapuku and passed by all. 

6. Te Aka Charitable Trust is requesting Iwi get behind them to save 59 Marine 
Parade (Conservation house. Moved by Sarah Greening, seconded by Stephanie 
[Name], passed by all. 
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7. Ngāti Kahungunu support the claim Coalition ambition to remove 7AA Oranga 
Tamariki Act being lodged against the Crown. Moved by Mereana Pitman and 
seconded by Raihania Tipoki and passed by all.  

8. NKII calls a summit with all PSG’s and Taiwhenua to stand shoulder to shoulder 
based on our intrinsic whakapapa.  

9. Ngāti Kahungunu along with any other organisations, individuals or whānau 
to support the application being made by Huhana Lyndon and Marama Davidson 
to the health select committee for a smokefree Aotearoa. Moved by Sue Paku 
and seconded by Wi Huata, pass by all.  

10. Kahungunu support the request that Waitangi and Tiakitai Marae be added 
to the Heretaunga/Tamatea Settlement Trust. Moved by Koro Te Whaiti and 
seconded by Ana Te Whaiti, passed by all.  

11. Iwi to create and spearhead submission templates for whānau. Moved Zack 
Makoare, seconded by [Name] and passed by all.  

12. NKII to issue a statement of no confidence in this government. Moved by 
Haora Hema, seconded by Mereana Pitman, passed by all.  

13. That Ngāti Kahungunu never ceded sovereignty to the crown. Moved by 
Haora Hema, seconded by Mereana Pitman, passed by all.  

14. Issue a statement that their position causes harm and will cause harm to 
mokopuna. Moved by Haora Hema, seconded by Mereana Pitman, passed by 
all.  

15. Issue a statement that Te Tiriti should be formalised and entrenched in 
legislation so that the government cannot infringe and erode the whakapapa of 
our mokopuna and rights. Moved by Haora Hema, seconded by Mereana 
Pitman, passed by all.  

16. Ngāti Kahungunu does not consent to the crown’s assumption sovereignty 
over NK. Moved by Haora Hema, seconded by Mereana Pitman, passed by all.  

17. Issue a statement that the policy to ban gang patches is discriminatory and 
overlooks social factors like poverty and abuse in state care and the 
governments’ contributory role in gang growth. Moved by Haora Hema, 
seconded by Mereana Pitman, passed by all.  
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18. NKII holds rangatahi wānanga so rangatahi can speak and be heard through 
to governance. Moved by Bronson Edwards, seconded by Meka Whaitiri and 
passed by all. 

14. Kahungunu support the stance that the mana, mauri and health and 
wellbeing of our water is paramount and that we make the statement to 
government to leave Te Mana o Te Wai alone. Moved by Ngaio Tiuka, seconded 
by Nema Bartlett and passed by all. 

19. Ngāti Kahungunu develop a Kahungunu rangatira strategy, based on our 
people’s expectations. Moved by Piripi Winiata and seconded by Mereana 
Pitman, passed by all. 

20. NKII create advisory taumata to support iwi chair across the spectrum, to 
help advance Iwi priorities. Moved by Renata Hakiwai, seconded by Kirsty 
Harrison and passed by all. 

21. Recognise the sovereign rights and responsibilities of our marae. Moved by 
Meka Whaitiri, seconded by Beverley Harmer, passed by all. 

22. Ask all Kahungunu to wānanga to look at devolving resources to hapū and to 
report back on progress. Moved by Meka Whaitiri, seconded by Mereana 
Pitman, passed by all. 

23. Ngāti Kahungunu support any hapū that want to return to their whenua – 
create a strategy and implement. Moved by Raihania Tipoki, seconded by Ihaia 
Rolo and passed by all. 

24. Ngāti Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated actively object to any mining, marine and 
terrestrial. Moved by Raihania Tipoki, seconded by Meka Whaitiri, passed by all.  

25. Make sure our people get good warm housing. 

26. Establish a learning institution to support whānau into social and health 
professionals. 

27. Implement along with our education plan to include education on the 
doctrine of discovery.  

28. Each Iwi provides cultural safety for kaimahi working in government. 

29. Establish a body that has eyes on policies, bills, and legislation. 

List of speakers and key comments 

1. Te-O-Tane Huata 
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Political and cultural leverage 

Tino rangatiratanga – recognising and returning to our ancestral roles, like 
restoring the mana of wāhine. 

Motion: 

We as Kahungunu will not be dictated to by a political party. Kahungunu will be 
determining our own strategy in response to the Government’s attacks on te iwi 
Māori. Moved by Te-O-Tāne Huata, seconded by Johnny Nepe Apatu – passed 
by all. 

2. Allan Brown 

Decision-making in communities and supported by the government, not the 
other way around.  

Inequities within Crown agencies go on to create inequality.  

Claim laid with Waitangi Tribunal and tabled to Iwi today.  

They rob us of our reo, our dialect, our kōrero and our mātauranga which is 
resulting in unsociable behaviour. We are seeing the results of an inadequate 
government.  

Motion: 

Calling on Ngāti Kahungunu to support the claim laid by Allan Brown with the 
Waitangi Tribunal. Moved by Allan Brown, seconded by Rob Whaitiri, passed by 
all. 

3. Thompson Hokianga 

Māori wards policy seeks to remove co-governance and reinstall referendums 
on Māori wards.  

Motion: 

Ngāti Kahungunu support Māori wards, Ngāti Kahungunu support Māori wards, 
moved by Thompson Hokianga, seconded by Alayna Hokianga and passed by all. 

4. Warena Wainohu 

Ko te amorangi ki mua, iwi leaders, to stand strong and push Kahungunu 
kaupapa with the unreserved support by all of us who are Ngāti Kahungunu, te 
hāpai ō ki muri. 

Use our language in our whare. 
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Love and care for our tamariki.  

Walk the talk and be authentic. 

 

5. Tere Harrison 

Education and collectivism 

Motion: 

Create resources that provide Te Tiriti o Waitangi me He Whakaputanga 
education training. Moved by Tere Harrison and seconded by Mere Ruru, passed 
by all.  

6. Johnny Nepe Apatu 

Ngā rangatahi everything you have learned, put it into action. If you don’t share 
your thoughts, we won’t know what you want for your future. 

Support for everything that everyone before me said. 

Ko te Amorangi ki mua, ki te hāpai ō ki muri. 

Don’t leave this microphone empty. 

7. Wi Huata 

Fiscal envelope deals - Waikato and Ngai Tahu, shut the doors on the rest of us. 

Ngāti Kahungunu need to hold the line and be firm. Don’t compromise us in front 
of Crown.  

Let the rangatahi lead the resistance.  

Be proud of yourselves you represent ancestors who fought for and gave up for 
our people. 

Remind them that our people have given to this country, and they want to take 
more from us. 

Noted only: Don’t trust Waikato, don’t trust Tainui – we want our own people 
to speak for us. Moved by Wi Huata, noted only. 

8. Evelyn Ratima 

We will fight. 

We’ve seen the tides turn over the years. What have we learned? 
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We are resilient people, we still took choices to show that we can still fight for 
our people, our rights, our voice. 

Still the government continue to disregard Te Tiriti. 

We can come together and achieve things collectively; we will not stand for 
anyone else to take that from us.  

Marae are our last bastion where we can be ourselves and practice who we are. 

It’s up to PSGE’s to come together and support.  

Motion: 

We take to government that if you want one people, one nation then let that 
nation be Māori. Moved by Evelyn Ratima, seconded by Jerry Hapuku and 
passed by all. 

9. Alayna Hokianga-Pouaka 

Ahuriri lost 70,000 hectares and we got 1% returned to our people. 

Motion: 

Te Aka Charitable Trust is requesting Iwi get behind them to save the 
Conservation house, 59 Marine Pde. Moved by Sarah Greening, seconded by 
Stephanie [Name], passed by all. 

10. Jean Te Huia 

Tātere read out email received from Jean. 

MWWL along with Ngai Te Rangi are lodging a claim against the government for 
the proposed policy to remove s7AA from the Oranga Tamariki Act. Ngahiwi 
Tomoana and Jean Te Huia will be submitting a claim for the same reasons. 

Motion: 

Ngāti Kahungunu support the claim being lodged against the Crown. Moved by 
Mereana Pitman and seconded by Raihania Tipoki and passed by all.  

11. Jenny Nelson-Smith 

We must own the narrative – our narrative.  

Karanga to all PSG’s that it’s our whakapapa that built the platform that you’re 
on. Remember that when making corporate decisions.  

Redesign and recreate our own tikanga.  
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This government is constitutionally unpicking our rights.  

It would be important to get some advice from raukura and rangatahi.  

Motion: 

NKII calls a summit with all PSG’s and Taiwhenua to stand shoulder to shoulder 
based on our intrinsic whakapapa.  

12. Sue Paku 

Speaker opposes all of governments 100-day action plans.  

Reminder Ngāti Kahungunu were the first iwi to introduce a smokefree strategy. 

47000 signatories to smokefree repeal petition. 

Huhana is lodging an application to the health select committee and Marama 
with the Māori selection committee and asking that anyone associated with 
Māori provider or health organization to put their names to the application.  

We don’t want our mokopuna to take up smoking. 

Motion: 

Ngāti Kahungunu along with any other organisation, individual or whānau to 
support the application being made by Huhana Lyndon and Marama Davidson 
to the Health Select Committee for a smokefree Aotearoa. Moved by Sue Paku 
and seconded by Wi Huata, pass by all.  

13. Koro Te Whaiti 

Motion 

Kahungunu support the request that Waitangi Marae and Tiakitai Marae be 
added to the Heretaunga/Tamatea Settlement Trust. Moved by Koro Te Whaiti 
and seconded by Ana Te Whaiti, passed by all.  

14. Ana Te Whaiti 

People feel fearful of us because we walk our whenua, wave our flags etc. We 
need to unite as a people – kotahitanga. Let’s be in support of each other.  

Check ourselves first.  

It’s not about putea it's about kaupapa, if we take the putea out, let’s see who 
turns up. 

15. Heather Skipworth 
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Reminder to whānau if you want to learn the reo you can enter at any time. 

We need to hold all Māori in the coalition to account in a respectful manner. 
Hold them to account.  

The other people we need to hold account are the opposition, every single place 
and opportunity.  

Three years is too long.  

Motion: 

Iwi to create and spearhead submission templates for whānau. Moved Zack 
Makoare,  

Noted: Government is to be back-office support only.  

16. Haora Hema 

There’s no stopping us now, this government is trying to assimilate us and erase 
us. 

Motion: 

1. NKII to issue a statement of no confidence in this government,  

2. That Ngāti Kahungunu never ceded sovereignty to the crown. 

3. Issue a statement that their position causes harm and will cause harm to 
mokopuna. 

4. Issue a statement that Te Tiriti should be formalised and entrenched in 
legislation so that the government cannot infringe and erode the whakapapa of 
our mokopuna and rights.  

5. Ngāti Kahungunu does not consent to the crown’s assumption of sovereignty 
over Ngāti Kahungunu. 

Moved by Haora Hema, seconded by Mereana Pitman, passed by all.  

Motion: 

Issue a statement that the policy to ban gang patches is discriminatory and 
overlooks social factors like poverty and abuse in state care and the 
governments’ contributory role in gang growth.  

Moved by Haora Hema, seconded by Mereana Pitman, passed by all.  

17. Jerry Hapuku 
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Whakapapa – it is very important to know who we are, who our people are. 

Pay love and recognition for the work that others have down before us.  

Our tīpuna didn’t sign the mana to the Kawana they signed for their hapū. 

Make sure that our children and those to come are free from this raru. 

 

18. Bronson Edwards 

We need to stand like our maunga especially in times like these.  

We need to embrace change and move forward in unity.  

They educated our sovereignty out of us, it’s time to take it back. 

Motion: 

NKII holds rangatahi wānanga so rangatahi can speak and be heard by 
governance. Moved by Bronson Edwards, seconded by Meka Whaitiri and 
passed by all. 

19. Hera Hutana 

Don’t forget our gang members.  

It’s time for us to step up and lead our whānau correctly so we can all work 
together as one.  

20. Ngaio Tiuka 

Motion: 

Kahungunu support the stance that the mana, mauri and health and wellbeing 
of our water is paramount and that we make the statement to the government 
to leave Te Mana o Te Wai alone. Moved by Ngaio Tiuka, seconded by Nema 
Bartlett and passed by all. 

21. [name] see LIVE on NKII FB page 

We cannot let our Pākeha counterparts trample on us. We need to forget our 
own little issues happening on our marae and standfast with this kaupapa.  

22. Irihapeti Roberts 

No comments recorded. 

23. Narelle Huata via Tātere 
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No motion to record. Narelle expressed that Te Tiriti is upheld as a founding 
document, and that Bayden is supported to reaffirm our stance on the Treaty, 
which has been covered in other motions.  

 

24. Piripi Winiata 

You will never stand alone in the fight, for you will have the light of your 
ancestors shone upon you - Moana Jackson.  

Rangatiratanga is not found in Wellington, rather it is in all of us. Give your 
children our values, education, pūrākau, Māori ways of being - that is where 
your rangatiratanga is.  

There are two paths our motions sit in: 

1. Rangatiratanga - We rely on ourselves, as Ngāti Kahungunu, and our tino 
rangatiratanga for those motions that we can empower. 

2. Kāwanatanga -  Partnership with the government for motions that rely on 
that partnership. 

Mātāmua ko te rangatiratanga 

Rangatiratanga should drive kāwanatanga.  

We should create a rangatiratanga strategy that can be used by iwi chair when 
engaging with the government, whichever government - central or local.  

Motion: 

Ngāti Kahungunu develop a Kahungunu Rangatiratanga strategy, our people’s 
expectations. Moved by Piripi Winiata and seconded by Mereana Pitman. 

25. Renata Hakiwai 

Motion: 

NKII create advisory taumata to support iwi chair across the spectrum, to help 
advance Iwi priorities. Moved by Renata Hakiwai, seconded by Kirsty Harrison 
and passed by all.  

26. Safari Hynes 

Educating our people through a six-point strategy 

1. Free resources on websites. 

2. 6-week online courses on Te Tiriti and He Whakaputanga. 
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3. Marae and hapū to host wānanga. 

4. Experts are willing to deliver. 

5. Create a curriculum re: Ngāti Kahungunu position and Te Tiriti. 

6. The declaration of rangatiratanga has to come from where it resides. Has to 
come from marae and hapū. Mana Motuhake resides with the people. 

 

27. Meka Whaitiri 

Stressed the importance of Hapūtanga.  

Motion: 

Recognise the sovereignty rights and responsibilities of our marae. Moved by 
Meka Whaitiri, seconded by Beverley Harmer, passed by all. 

Motion: 

Ask all Kahungunu to wānanga to look at devolving resources to hapū and to 
report back on progress. Moved by Meka Whaitiri, seconded by Mereana 
Pitman, passed by all. 

28. Raihania Tipoki 

Colonisation is about extracting, reo, resources te mea, te mea.  

We need to learn about our complicity in holding up colonial structures. When 
we support the use of resources extracted from oppressed people. 

We need to start building our own systems and be prepared.  

When we are self-reliant that’s rangatiratanga.  

Motion: 

Ngāti Kahungunu support any hapū that want to return to their whenua – create 
a strategy and implement. Moved by Raihania Tipoki, seconded by Ihaia Rolo 
and passed by all. 

Motion: 

Ngāti Kahungunu actively object to any mining, marine and terrestrial. Moved 
by Raihania Tipoki, seconded by Meka Whaitiri, passed by all.  

29. Raina Ferris 
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Draw on our ancestral narratives, learn about and reinstate that mātauranga 
that derives from our oriori, karanga, waiata, pūrākau. 

The answer to our problems is within ourselves and it is doing something about 
it at the whānau level.  

We are the sovereigns. The sovereign is me. 

Motion: 

Should the government try to stop anything that enhances the mana of wāhine, 
Ngāti Kahungunu should respond. Moved by Raina Ferris, seconded by Wendy 
Hynes and passed by all. 

30. Zack Makoare 

Motion: 

Make sure our people get good, warm housing. 

Establish a learning institution to support whānau into social and health 
professionals. Moved by Zack Makoare, seconded by Koro Te Whaiti. 

 

31. Wikitoria Brown 

Ask that NKII do everything and anything to strengthen our iwi.  

That Ngāti Kahungunu do not get pushed into the Māori box to appease 
government. Bring Kahungunu back to Kahungunu.  

32. [Young wahine in green top] 

Would like to see a rest home for Māori that is conducive to who we are. 

When the hospital moves, support the returning of the hospital land back to 
hapū. Shared concerns about the support whānau receive in the hospital and 
acknowledged that many whānau don’t know where to go or what to tap into.  

Would like NK to support a kaupapa ward at the hospital. 

33. Charmaine Pene 

No motions tabled. 

34. Tawhana Chadwick 

Implement along with our education plan to include education on the doctrine 
of discovery.  
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We need a symbol for our movement. 

Use the waka, Te Matau a Māui, in rights movements.  

35. Sharlene Smith (Toa) 

We need to talk to the relevant partners. Government needs to come up to us 
to talk about the laws and show us what they’ve got, and we tell them what we 
already have. What are the next steps from here?  

No motions tabled. 

36. Leanne Makea 

Tono to the iwi to support our athletes by purchasing a dedicated facility. We 
have high representation of Māori Athletes in our communities. Current 
sporting grounds, clubs and facilities are not welcoming for Māori.  

37. Teiti Hapuku 

He Whakaputanga is a way forward. We are the authority.  

Motion: 

Each Iwi provides cultural safety for kaimahi working in government. 

Establish a ‘body’ that has eyes on policies, bills, and legislation. 

Closing kōrero: Mereana Pitman.  

Hui closed: Bayden Barber, Chairperson Ngāti Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated. 

Closing karakia: Mātua Jerry Hapuku. 

Ngāti Kahungunu Hui-A-Iwi 

16 December 2023 

Waimarama Marae 

 

This loosely structured report is a summary of the  feelings and opinions of whānau who did 
not stand to speak but shared their whakaaro with notetaker, Alicia. It is to be attached with 
the minutes of the Ngāti Kahungunu Hui-A-Iwi held on 16 december 2023, at Waimarama.  

Two questions were asked of whānau: 

1. Are you aware of the changes the new government has planned? 
2. How do you feel about those changes? 
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Many whānau did not know about all the new proposals put forward by the coalition but 
shared their thoughts and feelings about what they did know. Their kōrero has been 
summarized below by theme. 

Kotahitanga 

The call for unity among all Māori is a priority where we tautoko each other and share 
expertise. Some whānau expressed that it would take every kaihoe to row our waka to 
emancipation for all Māori and for Ngāti Kahungunu. Others expressed that a call for unity 
has been ongoing for years and people are only just waking up to it now. 

“We need to let go of the raru and aroha tētahi ki tētahi.” “We sing Tūtira Mai but we don’t 
live it.” “Our moko need to see us together.” 

The need to stop being selective about who we let in to help us achieve what Ngāti Kahungunu 
needs was a strong talking point among some pakeke.  

There was the notion that it was time the iwi leaders across Aotearoa came together to issue 
a statement of solidarity in the face of adversity by the government.  

Mamae  

An overwhelming majority of people who were asked how they felt regarding the changes 
proposed by the incoming government spoke of grief - one participant expressed how they 
felt they were being suffocated by the proposals. 

 “They hate us, they really hate us.” “It feels like we have targets on our backs.” “I am being 
forced to be disconnected..” “I’m angry, we must prepare to fight.”  

A couple of participants commented that they felt like this undoing by the government was 
an attempt to degrade us on a national and international level, putting us back into the corner 
to die off.  

Rangatiratanga 

Some participants had ideas about how we can strengthen our pre-existing rangatiratanga: 

• Learn te reo, make room for te reo Māori 
• Workshops that help everyday people to tap into funding opportunities (Te Mātāwai) 

that uplift whānau rangatiratanga 
• Educational resources about our haukaenga that can be used at home or in school to 

teach ourselves the pūrākau, the colonial history of te rohe o Kahungunu - so we know 
what we are fighting for. 

• Whānau planning/hauora planning that is run through Taiwhenua/PSG 

“I am rangatiratanga.” “The government doesn’t determine my future.” 

Whānau are mostly comfortable and confident in their rangatiratanga and proud to be Ngāti 
Kahungunu.  
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