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Ngāti Kahungunu honing performances for Toitoi
Ruth Wong

The Ngāti Kahungunu
Runanga Arts and Culture
Board is proud to present Ngāti
Kahungunu Haka Ngahau, on
Saturday, August 14 at the
Toitoi Hawke’s Bay Arts and
Events Centre where Ngāti
Kahungunu will perform to the
iwi.

Last year the biennial
national kapa haka event Te
Matatini was cancelled due to
Covid-19. This was a big blow
to those teams who had
practised tirelessly for the 12

months prior the event, which
was to have taken place in
Auckland in February 2020.

Te Matatini has worked in
partnership with the Ministry
for Culture and Heritage and
teams are in practice mode for
the next Te Matatini event,
coming up in February 2022.

The Ngāti Kahungunu
Runanga Arts and Culture
Board received funding to
hold Whakangahau-a-rohe, a
local event to showcase the
participating kapa haka teams.
Pleased to have the chance, Te
Rerenga Kotuku Kapa leader

Sheree Cotter put her hand up
to manage the event.

“I saw an opportunity to
hold an event not only for Te
Matatini participating teams,
but for all Kahungunu teams
going to national events within
the next six months,” Cotter
said.

Haka Ngahau will showcase
teams who have worked hard
and will soon go for national
recognition. Although they are
not going to competition, the
Kahungunu Taikura team will
start off the day’s
performances. They will be

followed by secondary school
teams who will represent
Kahungunu at their national
events later this year, as well
as the four Te Matatini
qualifying teams: Ngāti
Ranginui, Te Rangiura o
Wairarapa, Tamatea Arikinui
and Matangirau.

This is the first time
Kahungunu has fielded all of
their representative teams at
one event.

“This is an opportunity to
give the teams a stage to
highlight why they are our
representative teams,” says

Cotter. “This also gives teams
the rehearsal time they need
in front of an audience.

“Competing teams have
huge costs.”

There will also be food stalls
run by whānau supporters of
the groups to help raise funds
for travel, accommodation
and uniforms. Coin-donation
entry further supports the
teams.

■ See the full-page panui
about this event on the back
page of this edition of Tihei
Kahungunu.

Fisheries takes new direction
Talks involving a joint
venture might be realised
by the new fishing season

Ngahiwi Tomoana is hoping discussions will lead to a new dynamic in Māori
fisheries.

It takes the dreams of those who
settled our fisheries claim . . . to a

new platform for iwi development.

Ngahiwi Tomoana is
chairman of Ngāti Kahungunu

Iwi Incorporated

T akitimu Seafoods is
setting itself a new
direction by
concentrating on its

internet, retail and wholesale
business.

We are currently in
discussion with Moana New
Zealand, looking at combining
and maximising opportunities
together, realising the
synergies that both companies
bring to the industry.

Moana NZ is the largest
inshore fishing company.
Ngāti Kahungunu owns 8.5 per
cent, making us the third-
largest shareholder.

This combined effort will
lead to a new dynamic in
Māori fisheries, and enable us
to take control of our future
and the commercial,
conservation, and community
wellbeing through
employment and customer
satisfaction via our retail
shops, and with Moana NZ’s
long reach into the
supermarket and export
industry.

Discussions are progressing
well and we hope to have a full
definition by the next fishing
season, starting October 1.

It takes the dreams of those
who settled our fisheries claim
— the likes of Alby Walker,
Murray Hemopo, Tom
Gemmell, Eru Smith, Numia
August, Charlie Mohi, among
others — to a new platform for
iwi development.

The driving force behind
the settlement was always to
restore our whakapapa for
Tangaroa and, with the
expertise and institutional
capacity of Moana NZ and with
the fresh vibrancy of Takitimu,
we are looking at achieving
that.

In the meantime, our
deepsea operation through
our deepsea vessel, the
Glomfjord, has hit the financial
headwinds of Covid-19 — we
have seen international
revenues halved and our
quota, especially hoki, slashed
dramatically.

Given the rising fuel prices
and the rising cost of freight

and of sale, we are looking at
curtailing this operation and
concentrating on inshore. This
could mean that we sell our
deepsea vessel to concentrate
our resources elsewhere.

These issues have affected
all deepsea companies — all
are struggling in this space.
However, we do not have the
scale to weather the Covid
storm.

This we hope, will all be
achieved by October 1, with
the new fishing season.

Takitimu Seafoods has
strong iwi partnerships,
including the Chatham Islands,
Ngāti Whatua, Ngāti Toa,
Tainui, Tūranganui-a-Kiwa,
and Ngāti Ranginui, among
others, and we have a strong
connection with Vela
Fisheries.

We wish for all of our
people to be informed of

our up-and-coming projects
and potential.
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āt
ou

rā
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hā
na

u-
dr

iv
en

,
de

si
gn

in
g

fo
ri

nn
ov

at
iv

e
an

d
sy

st
em

at
ic

ch
an

ge
w

ith
in

th
e

w
or

ld
of

m
āt
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hā

na
u

co
lle

ct
iv

e
w

el
lb

ei
ng

.M
y

m
os

tf
av

ou
ri

te
th

in
gs

to
do

ar
e

tr
ai

n
at

Cr
os

sF
it

N
ap

ie
r(

Th
e

N
ox

),
w

ak
a

am
a

an
d

w
ak

a
ho

ur
ua

(T
e

M
at

au
ā-
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Ā
R

A
M

A
T

A
N

G
A

–
IT

S
M

EA
N

IN
G

H
ae

re
ko

e
im

ua
it

e
tu

ar
a

o
T

e
H

ap
uk

u,
G

o
fo

rt
h

un
de

rt
he

m
an

tle
of

T
e

H
ap

uk
u

ki
a

ka
ik

oe
ng

ā
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tō
tē
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āt
ua

Je
rr

y
H

ap
uk

u
is

th
e

gr
ea

t-g
re

at
gr

an
ds

on
of

th
e

H
er

et
au

ng
a

ch
ie

fT
e

H
ap

uk
u.

A
LI

T
T

LE
ST

O
R

Y
‘K

o
T

e
W

hē
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We’re keen to talk with your group
or organisation to help you better
understand what Māori wards are
and how they would affect Napier.

Join us for a kapu tī at one of our
drop-in sessions or book a hui
with our team.

Let’s
meet,
let’s
kōrero.

Napier City Council is
considering whether or
not to establish Māori
wards to sit alongside the
general wards in Napier.

Visit sayitnapier.nz to learn more.
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Firm empathic after 40 years of funerals
Trust and compassion offered
in the face of immense grief by
fourth-generation undertakers

Ruth Wong

From the time a
family calls,
funeral
directors guide
families through
the difficult
process of
caring for a
loved one who
has passed.

Photo / NZME

Things to consider?
● Have I discussed my wishes with my whānau?

● Do I want to be buried or cremated?

● Which marae am I going to?

● How much would it cost?

● Should I use a savings plan, get funeral insurance or pay it all upfront?

F uneral directors have a
strong desire to help others.
It is a profession founded on
trust and compassion in the

face of immense grief. From the time
a family calls, funeral directors guide
families through the difficult process
of caring for a loved one who has
passed — removing the body,
planning memorials, arranging
cremation or burial, organising the
paperwork, and comforting the
grieving family.

In 2018, with lots of persuasion and
trust building, Ngāti Kahungunu Iwi
Incorporated signed a partnership
with Simplicity Bereavement
Services where registered whānau
members would be able to sign up
to a Kahungunu Funeral Package
with Simplicity to be eligible their
quality service with a great discount.
Our relationship has grown
throughout the years.

Simplicity Bereavement funeral
homes are owned and operated by
the Murray family. The Murray family
are fourth generation funeral
directors and have been involved in
the funeral industry for over 40 years
starting in Auckland in the 1970s.
Simplicity was established in 2000 by
Tom and Lesley Murray, serving the
Waikato community for over 16 years
and the Hawkes Bay community
since 2013 where son and daughter
Lance Murray and Sandra McIlroy
have grown the business.

“We are proud of our heritage and
are passionate about the
responsibility we have of caring for
our families,” says Lance Murray. “We
believe that families come to us
because our family values are
reflected in the dignified services we
provide.”

Simplicity Bereavement Services
are members of the Funeral Directors
Association of NZ, which is an
industry organisation that requires its
members to operate their businesses
at a high standard and encourages the
importance of using qualified Funeral
Directors and Embalmers. Along with
various benefits of being part of the
organisation, the FDANZ also holds its
members to account when grieving
families feel they have received
inadequate funeral services, which
should be a comfort for the grieving
whānau.

“We have continued to grow the
business based on the needs of the
bereaved family,” says Sandra
McIlroy. “Part of our service is helping
whānau to plan for this ultimate
event.”

Over the years whānau have come
into our office to seek advice and
contemplate options. Here is a list of
essential questions to ponder when
planning for yourself or for another
loved one.

The mission of Simplicity
Bereavement Services is to empower
and shape leaders that provide the
best possible solutions for whānau in
tangihanga.

We are solution seekers and aspire
to be progressive and innovative
leaders in our field. That is why we
have joined with the FDANZ and its
membership of over 180 funeral
homes nationwide because we share
the same values, standards, and
practices.
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